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Cooperative work and economic empowerment in marginal areas: a socio-
anthropological approach to the reality of the situation in Morocco
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Abstract

If the future development model should be based on a "balanced economy, with a
traditional private sector and an effective public sector, and an emerging social economy",
this scientific paper attempts to shed light on the cooperative economy as a strategic
component for the social economy, and an effective strategy for the self-empowerment of
individuals and communities. This topic has been approached from a socio-
anthropological perspective, through an analysis of the opportunities and potentials
revealed by the current cooperative dynamism in Morocco. This is because many of the
leading experiences in the field of cooperatives in Morocco and across the world benefit
from an incubating and stimulating local social ecology. This statement confirms the
significant spatial differences within the current cooperative dynamic registered in
Morocco: the marginal areas and areas of the mountains and high plains are clearly ahead
of the urban areas and the plain regions surrounding cities and metropoles.

Keywords: Cooperative Work, Marginal Areas, Economic Empowerment,
Local Social Capital.
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